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About Us

Founded in 1957, the Potsdam Humane Society (PHS) has 

been providing love and humane care for unwanted, 

abandoned, and sick animals in the North Country for 

more than 60 years. With the support of the community, 

PHS delivers services and protection to more than 1,000 

cats, dogs, and other animals each year. The 

compassionate, humane care you help us to provide also 

makes our community better; as the kindness we extend 

to animals will inevitably influence our lives in 

immeasurable ways. 

Our Mission

The Potsdam Humane Society aspires to find homes for all 

animals that find their way to our doorstep, and to ensure 

that none of them will ever lose their lives due to lack of 

space or the resources to care for them. 

Murray (right) came to PHS as a stray, who tested positive for 

Heartworm in September 2019. After months long treatment, 

he finally met the perfect match and was adopted July 2020. 



Shelter Statistics

Every day, homeless, neglected, or abandoned animals 

enter our care. Regardless of how they came to PHS, 

these animals are hopeful for a new beginning! 

990 Pets Helped by Potsdam 
Humane Society in 2020

Henrietta, Adopted November 2020



Adoptions

2020

Cats Dogs Chinchilla Guinea Pigs

Rabbits Rats Mice

Numbers of Each Species Adopted

472 Cats 13 Guinea Pigs 1 Mouse

175 Dogs 1 Rabbit

1 Chinchilla 6 Rats

After being in and out of the shelter since 2019, 

Myla was officially Adopted in July 2020. 



Pet Services

Lost & Found

When a pet is lost, PHS 
provides a safe place, 
food, and care for the 
animal while we work to 
reunite them with their 
families. Thanks to you and 
social media, PHS was 

able to get 98 pets back 
home, which included 76 
dogs and 22 cats! 

Project S.N.I.P

PHS performs low cost 
spay and neuter surgeries 
through our PHS Project 
Spay Neuter Incentive 
Program to low income 
families in the North 
Country. Even during the 
pandemic, PHS was able 

to provide 195 surgeries 
for family pets in 2020. 

Spay & Neuter Surgeries

All animals that are 
adopted through the 
Potsdam Humane Society 
are spayed or neutered 
prior to adoption. Even 
during a pandemic, the 
work of the shelter did not 

stop. 753 surgeries were 
performed at Potsdam 
Humane Society. 

Jack & Jasmyn are two seniors whoõs 

owner passed away. They were 

adopted together in April 2020



Length of Stay

When an animal comes to the Potsdam Humane Society, we 

believe that every animal should stay just as long as they need to 

in order to get the care they need and be adopted into a great 

home without delays. 

For some animals, the process may be quick, for others that may 

be sick or injured, it is a longer journey. 

The average length of stay in 2020 for cats is 37.6 days and 35.5 

days for dogs! This is down from 2019, as the length of stay for 

cats was 45 days and 39 days for dogs. 

35.5
37.6

DAYS
DAYS

Charlie, Adopted June 2020
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Foster Care
Potsdam Humane Society has many 
generous volunteers that offer up their time 
and home to foster animals until they can 
be placed for adoption. A majority of the 
animals are healing from illnesses or other 
medical issues. 

From spring to fall, many families foster litters 
of kittens so they can grow up in a home 
setting instead of a cage at the shelter. PHS 
even has foster families for feral cats and 
kittens, to tame them so they can be 
adopted! 

We are very fortunate and could not help 
so many animals without a great group of 
dedicated foster families! 
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Jack (right) came to PHS at just two weeks old. His mother had 

an emergency c -section , and he was the only puppy to 

survive. He went into PHS Foster Care where he was bottle fed 

and carefully taken care of. After about two months of foster 

care - Jack was a big healthy boy and ready to be adopted!  



Volunteer PHS would not be able to accomplish our goals without a great team of 
volunteers!

Volunteers Aid PHS in itõs mission by:

Å Dog Walking & Training

Å Feline Enrichment

Å Cleaning & Laundry

Å Grounds & Maintenance

Å Adoption Outreach 

Å Fundraising

Å Best Friends Thrift Shop 

Community Members make up a majority of our 
volunteers, as well as: 

Å Clarkson Work Study Students

Å Collegiate Clubs & Organizations

Å Community Service Programs

Å The ARC Jefferson -St. Lawrence

Å St. Lawrence Lewis BOCES

Å St. Lawrence University CBL Students

Å SUNY Canton Vet Tech Students

Å Summer Youth Employment Program

Å United Helpers 

Rebecca, Adopted November 2020
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For the past few years, Potsdam Humane Society has been involved in the Funds2Orgs Shoes for 
Shelters Fundraiser. It is a fun way to raise money for the shelter and everyone can participate! Gently 
worn shoes are collected and sorted. The shoes are then transported and distributed to 
underdeveloped countries. The idea is that shoes are recycled and repurposed and given to those in 
need, AND the Potsdam Humane Society earns much needed funds! 

Pictured is Michelle from the ARC Jefferson -St. Lawrence Community Pre -vocational Program sorting 
shoes for Potsdam Humane Society! We were able to raise $2,089.50 in shoes collected for the animal 
care at PHS! 

Shoe Drive



Veterinary Services 
All animals that enter the Potsdam Humane Society receive a high level of care. Prior to 
adoption all pets are: 

Spayed or

Neutered

Leukemia 

Tested

Receive Age

Appropriate 

Vaccines

Heartworm

Tested

Treated for 

Internal & 

External 

Parasites 

Microchipped

All Cats 4 months of

age and older

All Dogs 6 months of

age and older



Community Services
Potsdam Humane Society provides services to ten Municipalities by 
taking in animals that are abandoned, lost, seized, animal cruelty cases, 
and bite quarantines through Animal Control or Dog Control Officers. 

Piper, adopted May 2020

2020 Animal Intakes

Owner Surrenders

Found Strays

Transfers

Seized by Animal Control or

Law Enforcement

347 Owner 

Surrenders

194 Found Strays

27 Transfers

227 Seized by 

Animal Control or 

Law Enforcement



Animal Rescue

Potsdam Humane Society 
contracts with ten townships 
to provide sheltering services 
for animals in need. Each 
town has an Animal Control 
Officer or a Dog Control 
Officer. These officers 
support the community with 
around -the -clock service. By 
contracting with PHS, Animal 
Control supports animal 
welfare and keeps 
community members safe. 

Willow, K9 Partner

Willow (right), was adopted 

by Animal Control to be a K9 

partner. Her main job is to 

assist with public education 

and apprehension of dogs at 

large. She is also training to 

be a tracking dog for lost 

pets.   

715
Potsdam Animal Control Responded to 

Calls In 2020
98

Lost Pets were 

reunited with 

their families in 

2020



Best Friends Thrift Shop

The Best Friends Thrift Shop is located in downtown Potsdam. The 
store is 99% operated by dedicated volunteers, who sell items 
donated by the community. The shop welcomes all donations of 
clean household items! All proceeds benefit the animals in the 
care of Potsdam Humane Society. 

The Covid -19 Pandemic unfortunately closed the store for a short 
while. As soon as it was safe, volunteers came back in full force to 
sort and create displays of the enormous amount of donations that 
came to the store ðas people were home and cleaning house!

The Best Friends Thrift Shop is always looking for volunteers to help in 
various ways. If you have some free time and looking for a friendly, 
social environment, we would love your help at the Shop! 

Volunteering your time at the shop is a great way to help the 
animals at Potsdam Humane Society awaiting their forever homes. 
The revenue generated at the store is a necessity to continue our 
òNo-Killó mission and continuing to care for the unwanted animals 
in the North Country. 

Best Friends Thrift Shop 
8 Raymond Street, Potsdam

(315) 261-0148

Monday - 10am -2pm 

Tuesday -Friday 10am -5pm 

Saturday 10am -4pm 



Chloe

Chloe came to the Potsdam Humane 
Society in July 2019 as an owner 
surrender. Although Chloe was an 
older gal, needed to be the only pet, 
AND had skin problems, Potsdam 
Humane was not going to give up 
hope. After many forms of treatment 
for Chloeõs skin problems, she was 
allergy tested! Come to find out Chloe 
was allergic to many things, and 
needed to be on allergy shots. The 
added expense of allergy shots also 
made her forever placement a 
challenge. Chloe was well known 
amongst PHS volunteers, visitors, and 
within the community. Chloe was even 
brought to a local radio station and 
featured on a segment! Her days were 
spent as the òLobby Dogó where she 
would work hard greeting visitors, 
snuggling volunteers, and trying not to 
snore too loud. One day, a family 
came to meet Chloe, and Fell  In   
Love ðbut who wouldnõt?! Finally after 
1,064 days Chloe upgraded from her 
PHS home to a family and home of her 
very own! 



Pets & Veterans Golf Tournament

Potsdam Humane Society hosted the 10 th Annual Pets & 
Veterans Golf Tournament in August 2020 at the Partridge Run 
Golf & Country Club. The Tournament was the most successful 
to date, raising over $12,000!

The Covid -19 pandemic put a damper on annual fundraisers 
for Potsdam Humane, so to host a successful fundraiser with 
such community support was truly a blessing.

The Tournament funds help care for the homeless animals of 
the North Country and support the Potsdam Humane 
Societyõs Veterans Adoption Program. 

The Veteran Adoptions Program waives adoption fees for 
active duty or retired Military Veterans (with an approved 
adoption application). The motto of the Tournament is òGolf 
One Day - Save Two Livesó. 

Pictured is Leslie Bastien (top right), was the winner of the putting 

contest. 

Team Herbert (bottom right) was the winning team of the Tournament.  



In Remembrance ðSusan Freego Gibbons

Potsdam AMVETS 282 Auxiliary hosted a lasagna dinner in memory of Susan and donated the proceeds to 

the Potsdam Humane Society in her honor. Lyn Soulia (Amvets Auxiliary President ðbottom right) presents 

PHS with the donation. 

Susan Freego Gibbons was a passionate Potsdam Humane Society Board 

Member who sadly lost her battle to cancer in February 2020.

Susan was a HUGE cat lover - especially 

black cats, as they are often overlooked 

in shelters. She would often sponsor the 

adoption fee for a black cat at the 

shelter. Susan was deeply involved in the 

Potsdam Humane Societyõs Veterans 

Adoption Program, and was always 

ready to help with any fundraiser. 

Susanõs passionate spirit lives on and 

thrives at PHS, as the new cattery was 

dedicated in her memory. 

At the dedication (pictured left to right) 

Diane and John Freego (Susanõs 

parents), Bonnie Boyd (PHS Board 

Member), and Scott Gibbons (Susanõs 

husband). The new cattery provides a 

much larger space for cats to live their 

best life until they can find a forever 

home!



Shake Your Tail Zumbathon
Potsdam Humane Society got creative in their fundraising during 
the pandemic - the Shake Your Tail Zumbathon was created! 

The community came together, at Pine Street Arena to dance 
for a good cause - raising $3,000! The event was a success due 
to the generous donation of instruction by Maggie Engels, 
Nicole Kendall, Aimee Huto , Kayla Labier , Nina Bovay , and Mary 
Prinz! In addition, many sponsors, donations of raffle items, swag 
bags for participants, and volunteers contributed to the success 
of the fun day. 



Subaru Share the Love Event 

Barstow Subaru and Subaru of America donated 

$13,509 to the Potsdam Humane Society on behalf of 

the Annual òShare the Love Eventó, which ran from 

November to January 2020. Customers who 

purchased or leased a new Subaru vehicle from 

Barstowõs selected a charity to receive a donation of 

$250 from Subaru of America. 

The annual campaign allowed for National Charities, 

for the past handful of years, Subaru allowed dealers 

to choose a òHometown Charityó. Barstow Subaru 

(Potsdam, NY) has delegated Potsdam Humane 

Society as their Hometown Charity, and together 

over $38,000 has been donated to the animals at 

PHS since 2015. 

Barstowõs President John Barstow presents Potsdam Humane Society and PHS 

òGeorgieó with the $13,509.00 donation for the 2019 Subaru Share the Love 

Event Campaign. 



2020 Financials 2020 Revenue

Adoptions & Shelter Fees Donations

Fundraising Thrift Shop

Municipal Contracts Grants & Capital Campaign

Investments & Refunds

2020 Revenue

Adoptions & Shelter Fees $50,054.38

Donations $124.198.69

Fundraising $60,786.48

Thrift Shop $72546.29

Municipal Contracts $91,045.50

Grants & Capita l Campaign $141,298.30

Investments & Refunds $5,729.28

TOTAL $545,658.92



2020 Financials 2021 Expenses

Animal Care Building Operations

Employee Administrative & Office

Professional Fees Building Mortgage & Principal

Insurance & Taxes Thrift Shop

Fundraising Capital Campagin

2021 Expenses

Animal Care $75,004.02

Building Operations & 

Maintenance 

$29,117.69

Employee $204,777.34

Administrative & Office $7,416.95

Professional Fees $10,508.00

Building Mortgage & Principal $15,537.64

Insurance & Taxes $27,742.69

Thrift Shop $29,699.37

Fundraising $10,962.84

Capital Campaign $106,927.14

TOTAL $517,693.68



John McLaughlin

Network for Good

Ethel Smith

Subaru of America

Thank You to Our 
Donors

$5,000 & Greater 

$1,000 - $4,999

Amazon Smile Foundation

Bonnie Boyd

Community Bank 

County Seat Realty

Funds2Orgs, LLC

Debbie Gardner

Dawn Grundhofer

James & Deanna Jacobs Jr.

Cat Kramer

Thomas McCabe

Robert & Debra Meacham

Robert & Diane Nagel 

Christina, a PHS resident since August 2020.

She was adopted February 2021.



Thank You to Our Donors

$500-$999

NYSCOPBA

SEFA- St. Lawrence

Sigma Phi Epsilon

St. Lawrence Radiology Associates

Town Line Market ðMrs. Libertyõs Cookies

Peter & Patricia Turner

Bart & Carrie Tuttle

Susan Wing

$1,000 - $4,999

Nobert & Joanne Ackerman

American Legion Post #420 

Amvets Post #282

Kristin Backlund

Barrett Paving 

$500-$999

Shirley Belyea

Patricia Bennett

Steve & Robin Boutot

Andrew Boyd

Mary Lynne Campbell

Dale & Tracy Champion

Robert & Lisa Colbert

George Cox

Cutlers Custom Home Repair.

Judith Butler Daggett

Sally Dingsoyer

Brian Fetcie

Lee Grainger

Marc  Sarena Guerard

Margaret Harney -Matthews Judy, Adopted December 2020.



Thank You to Our Donors

$500-$999

Sandstone Realty

Elaine Sarem

Janice Scott

SEFA- Jefferson Lewis

Bryan Shea

Susan Sheridan

Brad & Cindy Smith

Alexandru Stoian

Kathleen Sullivan

T&R Wines and Liquors, Inc. 

Stephen & Kathleen Warr

Mary Jane Watson 

Shauna Wheeler 

Richard & Helen Hilts

HP, Inc.

Jeff Hutchins

Robert & Donna Jewett

Nancy Kear-Johnson

Rob & Daynette Kimble

Donna Kuhn

Lawrence & Laure LaPoint

John & Suzanne Liberty

Randy & Amber Lindsey

Mad Joeõs Country Store

Northern NY Community Foundation

Norwood Volunteer Fire Department

Paypal Charitable Giving Fund

Karey Pine

Patricia Roach

Captain, Adopted November 2020


